The simple past tense

We use the simple past tense to express actions that started and finished at a certain time in the past.

There are regular and irregular verbs.

To form the affirmative past tense of regular verbs, we add -ed to the base form.

The weavers wanted to make the emperor a suit.

Verbs ending in consonant + vowel + consonant double the last consonant and add -ed

The emperor stopped the parade.

Verbs ending in "e" add -d.

The emperor decided to have a parade.

To form the negative past tense of all verbs, we use did not (didn’t) + the base form of the verb.

The thieves did not use the gold thread to make the suit.

Past tense forms are the same for all persons.

There are three different ways to pronounce the “ed” ending of regular verbs in the simple past tense:
/id/,/t/or/d/

The pronunciation of regular past tense verbs depends on the sound at the end of the base form and

whether it is voiced or not.

infinitives that end in the sounds:

/t/or/d/, /id/

needed hated dated seated

/ d / infinitives that end in a voiced sound:
/b, g,j, I, m, n, v, z/ and after the vowels:
/a, e, i, o, u/

lived chilled enjoyed tried

/ t / infinitives that end in an unvoiced sound:
/1, k p,sh,ch,s, x/

shopped picked wished crunched



The following is a list of the most common irregular verbs.

Task 1: Complete the sentences using the verbs in the correct form.

1. He (spend) a lot of money yesterday.
2.1 (start) this project last month.
3. They (go) to the park in the morning.

4. The couple (decide) to leave.




Task 2: Use the verbs below in the correct form to complete the story.

write be get love cover bake put (2) say prepare
Last week, Kate (1) a cake for Sally's birthday party. Sally wanted a strawberry
cake with pink frosting. Kate (2) happy to bake it. She (3)
the pink frosting and (4) the cake with it. Then she
(5) Sally’s name on top. She also (6) seven candles on the
cake.
On Sunday, Kate surprised Sally with the strawberry cake. She (7) it in a beautiful
box. Sally (8) her cake! She (9) many presents for her

birthday, but she (10) her cake was the best gift of them all!






