
The Simple Past

Learn!

Work it out!

	1	 Underline the correct answer to the questions below.

a.	 �What do all the sentences refer to?	
Important events happening now. / Completed historical events in a definite time in the past.

b.	 �What tense do we use to talk about finished actions in the past?	
The Simple Present Tense / The Simple Past Tense

c.	 �Which of the underlined verbs are regular verbs (they add -d or -ed for their past form)?	
go, say, set foot, get back / carry, land, collect

d.	 �Which of the underlined verbs are irregular?	
go, say, set foot, get back / carry, land, collect

e.	 �What auxiliary verb do we use to form questions and negative sentences in the Simple past form?	
did / have

f.	 �What is the contracted form of did not?	
didn’t / doesn’t

Affirmative First person pluralNegative

Simple Past

In 1969, the mission 
Apollo 11 went to the 
moon. The spacecraft 
carried a crew of three 

astronauts.

Michael Collins did not 
land on the moon. He 

didn’t collect rocks.

What did Neil 
Armstrong say when he 
set foot on the surface of 
the moon? When did the 
crew get back to Earth?


